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voted 


over! 
e East. It 
the last venture into 
jan, the Soviets 


each Arab country separate- 
ly. They have based their 
appeal on the growing m- 
dustrialization of an area 
only now emer-ine from 
feudal organization, and the 
appearance of manual and 
white-collar workers with 
group interests peculiarly 
sensitive to Communist in- 
fluence owing to lack of 
capable leadership from 
armeng their own ranks. 
This process. largely under- 
cover, runs a strangely pa- 
rallel course with open So- 
viet diplomatic overtures in 
eve Arab capital and 

iui f of both 
cemmercial and political 

relations. 

Owing to the still largely 
feudal nature of these Mid- 
die Eastern regimes. and 
the leading. politicians’ fear 
and dislike of a rising work- 
ing class, Soviet diplomacy 
as as ‘yet little prospect 

"ot attracting or ‘forcing 


its orbit. Now, however, 
before they have properly 
commitied themselves ‘to 
the West. is the time, from 
the Soviet point of view. to 
draw whatever sting they 
might contain in the event 
of war, and to persuade 
them to maintain their cur- 
rent neutrality. It is for 
this reason that the familiar 
tirades against the reaction- 


speeches, and the Arab re- 
gimes appear to be enjoying 
the support of Russia. The 
two exceptions to this rule 
are Turkey and Israel it- 
self: the former because its 
link with the West is too 
strong to be vulnerable to 
such blandishments. In the 
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attacking the Dutch Premier, 
Mr. WV. Drees, of the Nether- 


in the “Volkskrant.” 
which was no doubt due to 
a “leakage” in a very high 
place, General Kruls, in 
address in a provincial town 
Suggested a defence plan on 
a very much larger scale than 
© cemsidered feasible by 
the Government. 


A connection between Gen- 
eral Kruls’ views and the 
publications in the Volks- 
krant and the “New York 
Times” was not far to seek. 
The Government cotisequent- 
tv informed General Kruls 
that it could not tolerate the 
army’s having a private po- 
liev. : 

The Government agrees . 

same time that the 
present strength of the army 
—three mobile divisions — is 
insufficient. It considers the 
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fol- 
lowed by the Cabinet with 
regard to New Guinea which, 
after the Indonesian settle 
ment in December 1949, re- 
mained provisionally under 
Duteh rule. The proviso was 
that the Netherlands and the 
Indonetian Republic 
together revise the position 
after one year. At the end of 
the vear, last month, negotia- 
tions took place but were in- 
conclusive. 


- The Liberal, Anti-Revolu- 
tionary (Calvinist) and Christ- 
ian Historian and two one- 
man parties, together mustcr- 
ing 33 out of the 100 votes 
in the Second Chamber, want 
New Guinea to remain under 
Duten rule on the grounds 
that it is geographically and 
ratially part of Melanesia ra- 
ther than of Indonesia. ‘The 
million Papuans for the most 
part still live in the Stone 
Age. Those that have coma 
into contact with civilization 
have become Christians (some 
150,009) and not Moslems, 
like the majority of the In- 
donesians. 
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was 9 member. The votes did 
not win a majority, but Mr. 
Stikker saw in them a 

of confidence sufficient 

him to resign, and several 
other members of the Cabinet 
followed him. How the con- 
flict can be solved is not 
clear. Transfer to Indonesia 
cannot gain the necessary ma- 
jority in Parliament, and In- 
donesia rejects a condomin- 
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: Mr. David Ben Gurton holds the thirteenth child of Abraham 
Itzhak, a 50-year-old.immigrant from frag, during te Brith 
Mila at Bet Lidd camp on Friday. The Itahak family are 


shown below. ; 


Readers’ 


BURMA SURGEON 

To the Editer of The POST 
Sir, — You published a Neu- 
ters report last week that Dr. 
Gordon Seagrave, author of 
“Burma Surgeon,” was den- 
tenced at Rangoon to six years’ 
imprisonment on a charge of 
“encouraging, harbouring and 
comforting” an enemy of the 
Burma Union, and a further 
year’s imprisomment under the 
treason act for aiding an 
sae by supplying medical 


The report does not mention 
which court pronounced this 
sentence, nor who was the 
enemy harboured by Dr. Sea- 
grave, nor the circumstances of 


Y KEEPING POSTED Be’ 


resident in Tel Aviv, 
called the Municipality to tell 
them that a drain attached to 
his block of flats had over- 
flowed. After two days nothing 
had been dome and he called 
again and received a second as- 
surance from the sanitary de- 
partment to the effect that the 
matter was being attended to. 
He then received & further as- 
he returned home the same day 
these measures 
amounted to a threat to pro- 
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has now los all interest in 


America I will tell them about 


— 


the case. All who know and ad- 


mire Dr. Seagrave as a pioneer 
in the medical profession, & 
writer of distinction and a lov- 
able personality, will find it dif- 
ficuk, to believe that he has 
done anything morally wrong or 
has committed a crime justify- 
ing such punishment. Dr. Sea- 
graves many admirers are, I 
feel, entitled to know the cir- 
cumstances of his ease, so as 
te be able to decide whether 
they should raise their voice in 
his defence and in protest 
agaist a miscarriage of justice. 
“Yours, etc., 

R. GOTTSCHALE 

Haifa. January 21, 


Editers’ Nete: The charres against 
Dr. Seagrave who was 
a Burmese Spe Tribunal 
were thai de i—Geve tea to 
rebel leader Naw Seng Ace: 2—- 
Geve the rebels free access to his 
hospital grounds, allowing them 
to play a football match end then 
to take. up defence positions 
against advancing government 
troops: 3—Gave the rebeis surcical 
equipment and medical supplies: 
and 4—Wrote a ter to a4 nurse 
which disclosed sympathies with 
the rebels. He was found gun 
on Charges 3 and 4 and acquitted 
of the first two. : 


CONCERT PRICES 

To the Editor of The POST 

Sir— In reply to a com- 
plaint that entrance prices to 
the “Kol Israel” concerts at 
the Y.MLC.A. are too high, we 
wish to inform the complain- 
ant that the price barely cov- 
ers expenses for rent and 
publicity. There are four price 
categories: 170, 220, 270 and 
320 pruta per ticket. Only 
when concerts are given in 
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DINING CAR SERVICE teen of the public against 


To the Editor of The POST 
Sir, — On January 8, there 
Was a complaint in this co- 


We do prepare a certain 
number of meals in advance 
to avoid utmecessary waiting 
for ovr guests. Food is not 
exposed for over an hour, as 
the complainant stated. We 
prepare the tables only on 
leaving Tel Aviv and Haif-. 

If the food on the tables is 
not consumed after 10 min- 
utes, it is returned to the 
ice chest. 

The dining car is cleaned 
after every journey. 

Yours, et. 
“ZIRA” 
Puffets and Kiosks Cooperative 
for all Transport Services Lid. 
Jaffa, Jan. 14. 

LOST RATION BOOK 

To the Baiter of The POST 

Sire - Will Paula - Stendel 
who lost her “pregnancy re- 
tion card“ please commun- 
icate with the head office of 
the Saad,“ 6 Rehov Balfour, 
Jerusalem, Tel. 5469. 

8 Yours, etc., 
MARION HOOFIEN 
Jerusalem, Jan. 18. 
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HAIFA — GENOA — 
* MARSEILLES — NAPLES 
N AViGATION ns B 


COMPANY LTO Thursday, February 1, 1961 
Embarkation from 6-10 am. 


conjunction with other organ- 
izations or  impresarios is 
the entrance price slightly 
higher. They are, however, 
not beyond those charged 
for. cinema performances. 
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Assistant Controller of Music, 
: Kol Israel. 
Jerusalem, Jan. 17. 
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